
Marlene CI Dortch, Secretary 
Fedcral Communications Coinmission 
The Portals 
445 12Ih Street, S.W., TW-A325 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Request to Update Default Compensation Rate For Dial-Around Calls 
from Payphones, WC Docket No. 03-225 

Dear Ms. Dorkh 

Please find enclosed for filing in the above-captioned proceeding an original and four copies of 
the Comments of the Florida Publlc Telccomrnunlcatlons Association, Inc. Please also find 
enclosed one extra copy of the comments which we request that you date-stamp and return to US 

111 the enclosed self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce W. Renard 
Executive Director 
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Request l o  Update Default Compensation Rate WC Docket No 03-225 

COMMENTS OF THE 
FLORIDA PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

'The FLORIDA PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATTON, INC. 

submits the following comments in response to the Commission's Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking ("NPRM") on whether to modify the compensation rate for dial-around 

calls from payphones 

The Florida Public Telecommunications Association, Inc. (the "FPTA") is a not- 

for-profit trade association that represents non-local exchange company payphone 

service providers in the State of Florida The FPTA is filing these comments in support 

of an increase in the compensation rate for dial around calls made from payphones 

The FPTA supports, and by these comments hereby adopts, the comments filed by the 

American Public Communications Council, Inc. ("APCC") in this proceeding. 

Additionally, the FPTA hereby submits the following comments for consideration by 

this Commission 



The payphone industry as a whole has experienced a consistent decline over the 

past several years. Payphone providers have all experienced significant erosion in 

evcry traditional revenue source because of ”migration” of payphone traffic to dial- 

around calling methods and the displacement of payphone calling by wireless service. 

Notwithstanding such decline, payphoncs continue to play a vital role in our nation’s 

communications infrastructure, particularly for many poor, rural and minority citizens 

There remain significant segments of the population that do not have easy access to 

basic telephone service. Those Florida citizens and the millions of tourists that visit 

Florida each year, rely on payphones as their primary access to this nation’s 

communications networks. Congress recognized the vital role played by payphones 

when i t  adopted Section 276 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and endorsed the 

concepts of ”fair compensation” for all calls and ”widespread deployment” of 

payphones in our nation 

13ellSouth Telecommunications, lnc (“BellSouth”) is the largest incumbent local 

exchange company operating in the State of Florida. BellSouth is terminating its 

payphone operations in its region, including within Florida, and w ~ l l  complete this 

process in the very near future. Based upon a report filed by BellSouth with the Florida 

Publ~c Service Commission, BellSouth had approximately 35,000 payphones installed in 

thc State of Florida as of March 2001, but only 13,000 payphones installed as of 

September 2003. Moreover, i t  is anticipated that BellSouth will have no payphones 
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installed sometime during the beginning of this year, 2004 BellSouth’s exit from the 

payphone business there has greatly reduced the number of payphones available to the 

general public in Florida Moreover, even the number of independently operated 

payphones has declined - from almost 64,000 in March 2000 to less than 43,000 in 

March 2003, according to FCC statistics. See FCC, Wireline Competition Bureau, 

Industry Analysis and Technology Division, Trends in Telephone Service, Table 8.5 

(August 2007); Trends zn Telephone Ser?izce, Table 7.5 (August 2003). 

A t  this particular juncture, i t  is extraordinarily important for this Commission to 

ac t  in support of maintaining widespread public payphone availability in Florida and 

throughout the nation. In this regard, increasing the compensation rate for dial around 

calls will havv an enormous impact on the number of payphones installed in the State of 

Florida As this Commission noted in its NPRM, the number of dial around calls placed 

from payphones has decreased dramatically over time. Moreover, the number of coin 

calls and non-coin operator-assisted “0+” calls has also decreased dramatically. 

Accordingly, i f  the dial around compensation rate is not increased, many potential 

payphone locations formerly serviced by BellSouth will not generate enough revenue to 

support the installation of a replacement payphone. In such an instance, an 

independent payphone service provider (most of which are small, entrepreneurial 

businesses) cannot deploy additional payphones to replace those removed by BellSouth. 

Continuing to reduce the number of payphones, however, clearly is a t  odds wlth the 
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stated intent underlying Congress' adoption of Sechon 276 of the Telecommunications 

Act of  1996 - the widespread deployment of payphones 

For the reasons set forth In these comments and those filed by thc APCC in thls 

proceeding, we respectfully request that this Commission increase the compensation 

rate for dial around calls from $.24 to $.48 as proposed by the APCC. 

Daied January 7, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 

Florida Public Telecommunications Association, 
Inc 

BY '%L* w .  @L.-UdQ-- 
Bruce W Renard 
Executive D irector 

Florida Public Telecommunications 

9432 Baymeadows Road 
Suite 140 
Jacksonvi Ile Florida 32256 
(850) 222-5050 

Association, Inc 
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